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The Monitor and the Torpedoplane.
Mr. (ionniKV I.. Caput of Boston,

the public spirited citizen who hits
agreed to furnish the funds necessary
to build the torpedoplane designed by
Admiral Fiskk, ii n weapon where-
with to tittnrk the German fleet
within. Its defences ut Kiel, has 1111

Impressive precedent for his act.
Only Americans far a'nd uway be-

yond the draft age can recnll tho ter-
ror produced by the first day's per-
formances of the Confederate Ironclad
Merrlmac when on Mn roll 8, lStK.
ihe destroyed at their moorings the
ships of war Conj;res and Cumber-Innd-,

and returned unhurt to her
station. Washington was frantic with
apprehension of nu Invasion, and
tho Secretary of the Navy, Ciucon
Weli.es, tells In his diary how Cabi-
net members Interrupted 11 meeting to
peer fearfully from the White House
windows down the Potomac for the
dreaded monster. New York feared
that her harbor would be entered utid
her banks ami treasure vaults laid
under contribution The whole coun-
try lamented that the blockade was
vertnln to be broken, the ports of the
(South thrown open to the trade of
the world, and the way prepared for
Confederate recognition.

All the world knows how, a dnv
Inter, these fears were quieted by the
crushing deeat of the Merrlmac by
Ebicsson's newly Invented Monitor.
But all the world does not know,
though it should, that tho little ship
that battled for the nation wns not
the property of the nation, but was
built by a private citizen, C. S. Bush-KEt.- L

of New Haven, nt his own ex-

pense and against the stolid opposi-
tion of the Navy Department of that
day. It was not paid for until long
after the action.

There Is an easy parallel to be
drawn between the official Indifference
to Ericsson's Monitor and that now
manifested toward Fibre's torpedo-plan-

We hope the pnblln spirited
Bostnnlan, Mr. Cabot, who has como
to the rescue may lay his coun-
try under as deep obligations as did
Busiineix of New Haven In 1862.
New England, after all. Is pretty good
territory to count on In time of na-

tional need.

Bread and Meat Prices
A letter from a reader asks if It If

true that bread is cheaper in Great
Britain than In the United States,
nnd breathes Indignation over such a
itate of affairs If It exists. It does,
It would normally. Perhaps the con
sideration of several circumstances
bearing on tho condition will go some
way to reconcile our inquirer to the
price of his dally loaf,

A pound loaf of bread sells here
for ten cents. After September 17 a
pound loaf will sell in England for
five cents. How can England do It,
depending ns she does on ocean ton
nage for her wheat supply?

Lord Rhonjda, food controller of
the United Kingdom, is entirely enn
did on the subject Since October,
3916, the British Government has
mmnletelr controlled wheat Imnnrfn,
tlona. It sells the) wheat at a cost
representing the price as averaged
over purchnses in tho last eleven
months. That average price Is well
below the market price

The Government wheat Is sold to
the millers nt this low average price,
enabling them to provide bakers with
correspondingly cheap flour. From
this low priced flour tho buker can
make a one pound loaf to sell nt five
cents with a reasonable profit.

This appears simple, and it Is; but
fhcre Is another aspect of It, The
British Government Is subsidizing the
British public. It Is undertaking to
give wheat to the miller at a price
which will make a five cent lonf prof-
itable for all concerned. The price of
wheat was $1.85 a bushel when the
British Government began buying
nearly a year ago. To-da- y It is $2.20
a bushel, the price fixed by a govern'
mental agency In the United States,
Great Britain must pay this price,
In furnishing whent to the miller,
lour to the baker and a five cent loaf
to the public the British Government
will soon be losing money. Every
cent It loses In this way, every cent
spent In subsidy, must come out of
taxes as part of the cost of war.

So that tho British public, eating
Its five cent loaves, will nevertheless
pay a cent or two cents more thau
ftrt ceut Mr mm I U atop tt

taxes. The queitlon of the Ave cent
loaf for Englund, then, resolves Itself
simply Into a question of expediency.
And the British Government has de-

cided that In respect of n basic article
of food, wheat, for the supply of
which the country Is entirely depen-

dent upon outside sources, it Is better
to exercise, In war time, 11 strict con
trol of supply and prices all along
tnc line rather than to run the risks
of hoarding, speculation and extor-
tion, with possible widespread suffer-
ing and want. ,

If It is objected that though the
British five cent loaf costs more, It
Mill costs only six or seven cents as
against ten rents for the same amount
of brend In the United States, thero
are two answers. In the llrst place
It Is obviously impossible to tell now
just what tho real cost of the tlvo
cent loaf will "turn out to be for the
British buyer. Six or seven cents Is
it guess: it mny lie ten. And In the
second place the normal difference in
price levels between this country and
England has to be reckoned with. De-

spite tho fact that prices and wages
have risen In the United Kingdom
during the war. most articles still
cost less there than here, nnd most
labor Is rewarded with distinctly
lower wages than America offers.

We In this country are differently
situated from our British ally In re-

gard to wheat and wheat prices and
meat and meat prices. What Mr.
Hoovku liml to say to the live stock
men at Chicago throws a good deal,
of light on the differences. With us
the problem Is not one of drastic Gov-

ernment control, hut one of coopera-
tion, Mr. Hoovrd declares:

Tliero Is no power In the food bill )

fix prices and we never have asked that
power. Everywhere In Europe price fix-

ing that Is. the naming of maximum
prices han failed. Wc had the flxltiR

of wheat prices thrust upon us. as It Is

our duty to purchase 30 per cent, of the
crop for export, and we had the wheat
committee name a price ns a guarantee
to producers and to stop speculation."

He very properly points out that a
sudden termination of the war or
an ending of the submnrine menace
might disastrously affect wheat prices
In this country, because of the Instant
release of great stores of wheal In
Argentina, Australia and India. Ships
cannot be hnd to move this wheat
ns tilings are now.

With meat the main problem K to
Increase production. To fl meal
prices would remove the Mlmutu to
Increased production, the discourage-
ment to unnecessary consumption,
which a steadily rising price affords.
In seeking to do no more than stabi
lise meat prices Mr. Hoovrn shown
sound sense that will win him the
support of every American whose
thinking goes behind the figures of
the butcher's bill.

Df. MlchaelU'l New Proof.
The new "proof" which the German

Chancellor, Dr. Michaki.is, bus se
cured lu his desperate chase for evi
dence to show that Germany was
forced into the war entirely against
her will seems to be decidedly lack
ing In conviction.

He employs certain "disclosures"
which he asserts were made at tho
trial of General Soukhomlinofp at
Petrogrnd, but which have not ap
peared In tho rather complete reports
of the proceedings that linve reached
the outside world. These disclosures.
tho Chancellor says, show that the
Czar bad come to the conviction from
the German Emperor's efforts that
Germany did not desire war.

The consequence of this conviction
was his positive order to cancel the
Russian mobilization, but a couple of
criminals, who belled the Czar, disre-
garded the order and thwarted Its exe-

cution.
'A consequence of the Emperor's ef

forts also was the Czar's order to Oen- -

rral Janus'chkevitch to give the Ger
man Ambassador, Count von Pourtai.es,
assurances of Russia's desire for peace.

The execution of this order was frus-
trated by M. SAioNorr (then Russlai,
Foreign Minister), who obviously feared
that the German Ambassador, who

hitherto had done good service In the
Interest of peace, could perhaps tnke
further effective steps for prevention of
the 'threatening war."

The responsibility for all this devil
try he laya not upon the men them
selves but upon the powers behind
them. Aggressive plans against Ger
many had been prepared a long tlmo
previous to tills action by an "Influ
ential political group In France, Eng
land and Russia."

Tho explanation of the telegram sent
by the Czar to the Knlser three days
before the Kaiser declnred war, urg-

ing a reference of the matter In con-

troversy between Serbia and Austria-Hungar- y

to The Hague, Is Ingenious.
It will be remembered that this tele-
gram was suppressed by Berlin and
that it would perhaps never have
been made known to the world had It
not been given out three months later
at Petrograd. Dr. Michaems says

"General Jandsciikevitch declared to
the German Military Attache that the
reassuring statements of General Sou- -

KitOMMNorr of July S7 regarding the
eventual Russian Intention! as to mo

bllttatlon were still good. Despite this
General JANUicHKEviTcn had in hli
pocket the prepared mobilization order.
Germany was to be duped with a pro
posal of arbitration at the court of The
Hague, while Russia busily continued to
bring her army to a war footing for the
attack which had been planned."

The Chancellor thus declares that
nothing else but the "mischievous will
of tho criminal enemy war agitators"
forced Germany Into "defensive war
for life and freedom," No American
note, he says, can alter this historical
truth, which now again "Is confirmed
by General Soukhomunot. and Gate
Ml liM$t9BKrTK9" flt OsJMrtl

v4 4vft.-M- ' .J ft, ' It

fiouKHOMLiNorr's course ns Hussion
War Minister, with his responsibility
for the slaughter of thousnnds of un-

armed, unequipped Uusslan soldiers,
Is scarcely such as to make his evi-

dence, even If It was as the German
Chancellor asserts, of unquestionable
value.

The Chancellor's statement of his
defence merely proves the wenkness
of his case and Germany's despera-
tion in the effort to disprove her only
too evident guilt.

Keep Pafetr First!
Ten thousand and fine persons were

killed In railroad accidents In 1010
and 100,722 were injured. This wits
an increase over 1015 of 1,371 persons
killed and 34,835 Injured. The figures
ore those of the Interstate Commerce
Commission.

'No analysis can obliterate the bad-
ness of this record. Of course most
of those killed and hurt were tres-
passing on railroad property, hut that
Is always the case. Only 201 passen-
gers were killed, but 2,0-1- of the dead
were employees; 8.00S passengers nnd
170.023 employees were Injured.

At present the railroads have nerve
Mrululng tasks of transportation to
perform, but safeguards to travel and
the work it entails come ahead of
everything else even In war time
perhaps especially in war time with
troop movements under wuy. Though
we have our hands full we must hold
them steady. Keep safety first !

The Funeral Night.
At the ringing of the curfew or

thereabout Ba-- ll Usquebaugh
must die. Cromwell Congress Inn
said It and no Bessie can stop the
execution. At midnight In his guarded
tent no distiller will do anything but
dream. Sir John Barleycorn will be
burled softly nt dead of night, tho
sods being turned with the bayonets
of war necessity. What's In the stills
Is the last mash of summer left fer-
menting alone; all It- - lovely compan-

ions are being ripened for the wicked
rich. On (ilnlaiid when the sun N
low Ihe curfew tolls the knell of part
ing hooch. Hlng In the drought, ring
out the stew, nnd blaze with your
sherrled columns !

The few drops of ardent spirit
which remain In 1I1N country, prob-
ably little more than three gallons
for each man, woman nnd child, will
l,e sold at prohibitive price-- , that
Mug a phrase to de-crl- be what peo-

ple pay but grumble about. A pro-

hibitive price mny he 2."i 11

drink; a prohibition price would be
f2.r00 a drink. If everybody In Amer-

ica took one drink eiu-- weekday the
tslble supply of hard stuff would bo'

gone lu a year, or ut least Its y

would be low. Many iorsoris
shrink from such an ordeal, however,
and the fenrless campaigner will have
to see It through. Nobody will be
conscripted. If there Is one skilled
booze combatant In thirty of popula-
tion, fifteen drinks a day will solve
Ihe problem in a couple of years.

We cannot learn that Sir. K11111, now
on his deathbed, litis left any diree-t'on- s

for his funeral. Nothing elab-

orate will there lie. Some old fellows
believe that they will never die, or
at least that they presently will
throw off the cerements and stalk
abroad once more. But Hum Is going
to be burled for a long time, we fancy.

an epitaph, what better than a

quatrain by Christina Bossetti:
"Be the green crass above me

With showers and don drops net.
And If thou wilt, remember.

And If thou wilt, forget."

Tills should be graven with a cork
screw on a mahogany slab.

Washington Not the Capital?
A proposition thnt will surprise

Downing Street, Wllhelmstrnsse and
other places where diplomats gather
together Is laid down by Representa
tive Hkn Johnson of Kentucky :

"Washington never has been nnd Is
not now the Capital of the United
States."

If such Information had come to us
and us only wo would have put It on
11 shelf, preserved by the cold pack
or other approved method, for the
duration of the war, but Bkn John
son puts his discovery In tho Con- -

greional Record, following animated
debates on pink boll worms nnd swol
len fortunes, nnd where everybody
can rend and shudder.

The appalling speech goes back to
1700, when the Congress acquired
the District of Columbia, and comes
down to the present summer, when
one Leaky Hat Pbicu tried to fool
the people. Into continuing their ab
surd belief that Washington Is tho
oipltoi. 1 lie commission 111:11 mill
out the District directed IKm'ant
to make "u map of the city of Wash
Ington In the Territory of Columbia,"
but what authority had tho commis-
sion to name the District or any city
within It? None, snys Bbx Johnson.
Of course thero were spells when
Washington wus an Incorporated city,
but the corporate nnme of the munici-
pality was "The Mayor, Board of Al-

dermen nnd Bonrd of Common Coun-
cil of the City of Washington," That
municipality ceased to exist after the
act of February 21, 1871. when th
ono municipality of tho District en-

gulfed the whole Federal square. On
that date, says Johnson, died out the
legal existence of Washington as well
ns of Georgetown nnd the Levy Court.
"Ono t.enky Him. Prick" we use tho
words of Hen Johnson has been
writing to tho Washington Time to
say thnt there Is n Washington be-

cause he gets mail addressed to him
nt Washington, but this argument Is
scoffed at by Johnson :

"Nobody exoept Leaky Bill will con-

tend that the Postmaster-Genera- l, by
attaWlablaff Mt Hnoa and alvtaf taaai

names, thereby can create), county seals,
State capitals and a seat of govern-
ment for the national Government."

Then havo we a capital, or Is every-
thing all upset and must Congress pass
rt nunc pro tunc resolution to bolster
up n lot of things that have been done
since 1871? Johnson says there Is n
capital, nnd that tt Is tho District of
Columbln, for did not the act of July
30, 1700, declare that Philadelphia
wns to be the capital until December,
1800, nnd that then "the scat of gov-

ernment of the United States was to
be removed to said District"?

That helps some, coming ns It does
from the chairman of the House Com-

mittee on the District of Columbia.
If Washington cannot be the Capital,
and New York has no room for It,
better that the District be tho Capi-

tal than have the Capital in Milwau-

kee or East St. Louis.

Money and Marriage.
It appears that a halt bus been

called to preparations for n contem-
plated marriage because the brlde-to-b- o

refused to comply with a Portu-
guese law requiring her to disclose,
among oilier things, her means.

Some will bold this n mercenary
busjness, but there Is no doubt that
If 11 law of the sort existed In tills
country e should have fewer un-

happy marriages, it may he said that
such a law wyuld not prevent decep-

tion on the subject. It would pre-

vent deception to the extent that any
law prevents the commission of any
offence nnd It would do It by tiennllz-lu- g

the offender.
The usefulness of such a law might

He not so much In the detection and
punishment of rogues ns In the pre-

vention of misunderstandings. A con-

siderable number of persons who nro
not guilty of anything worse than
viewing their prospects through rose
tinted spectacles, or with undue self-prid- e,

or n trace of valnglorlousuess,
do 1 111 nose uno'n other people. The
fact that such a person 1 In love with
another does not, as a rule, change
bis or her nature. I.ove is a great
purifier, but it must have the best
ineiiil to work upon If It is to rcflno
Miccessfully. Gobi must be there.

The parents of lovers generally
make It their duty to Inquire Into
those material affairs with which
lovers too seldom bother their heads.
Hut even they can be misled. Be-

sides, not all the youngsters have
parents, or careful parents.

A plain statement of Income and
property can have no effect one way

or another where love exists, and if

true love docs not exist the sooner

the discovery Is made before mar-

riage the better. The course of true
love may be handicapped, but the
handicap should be known.

When Italy and Austria come to the
peace conference, will tho victor In-

sist thnt the loser repair nil the moun-

tains that arc helm smashed?

Germany Is going to take a tenth of
I'olnnd to rectify hor frontier. "No
annexations!" the Reichstag was
shouting u little while ago. A prize
should be offered for a new "formula."

Counsel for the Russian traitor
SocKiioMMsoFr are seeking to shift
the burden of his Infamy to his wife
a device ns old as Adam. They declare
tlifft she seized nil his salary, forcing
him to eat humbly at the officers' club.
As a reason for solllnc the Russian
armv to Germany this seems a trifle
Insufficient, but the Russians are fa-

mous trenchermen and perhaps the
food was very bad. He may find It
worse In Siberia, however.

Berlin has determined to melt down
Its statues for munitions purposes.
Thus the horror of war helps to ob-

literate the horrors of art.

The T.okal Anzelgrr supports the de-

mand that the President of the United
States shall not 1 an autocratic dic
tator. Go slow, Anxeig'rr; might
makes rlsht, and the shoe is mow on
tho other foot.

Mrs. Tuabk thinks women should
vote while the men are away. To cast
a casual ballot now and then might
Knlnco n. lonely lady more than a
cigarette, but this may be a time to
Klvo tho polls a rest and let experts
handle the war problems.

Xo more German taught In Hoboken
Headline.
Hobokcn had no more need for Ger

man teachers than a duck has for a
swimming instructor.

Before further accusing Americans
of submitting to un autocratic dictator,
tho German press will please advocate
tho election of the Kaleer every four
years.

We have llttls chance to enter Wash- -
Ington. Vorwatrti.

Not even with the help of Ia Fol
lette and his lieutenants?

i these days of costly print paper
i nml dwindling space for press agent
stunts a few honorable scars Is a small
price for movlo managers to pay for
a prominent splurge

The president of the Santa Fe Hall
wuy Is at liberty to mako out a case
for admitting Chinese labor to this
country If he con do so: but he will
not advance his argument by refer
ring to Samuel Gomtess as the "boss"
who "Is running the country ."

Mr. Ripi.et knows better, but that's a
poor apology.

If the soapboxers would only us
some of the contents of the boxes!

With due deference to the Mayor's
Committee on National Defence, which
proposes a programme of Americani-
zation for the foreign born of New
York, we think Camp Upton will do
tho Job satisfactorily.

Taxes are like salt. Too much can't
bo mended, too little always can,

No ReflM-tlea- , ot Course,
From tli Trifilv Revleit.

The many friends of tha Mlsaes Ruth
and Katt Pthlar will bo doubt ba glad to
Hiar tnst they are appaating at th Cola

let Theatre kt tf Ut Jut tiaa,

DOOS AS A NUISANCE.

They Keep To Awake, Eat Gool
Food ana Are a Soaree of Banger.
To Tins EoiToa or Tita Bon Sir. Hav-

ing for many years been a victim ot
the dot; nuisance, t should like to be
heard m behalf of the genus homo.

No doubt there are a few dogs which
,scrvo Borne useful purposes, and these
have a right to live, hut nearly nil dogs
are a nuisance to mankind and serve
no real good.

Many dog owners Imnglne that the
country Is full of burglar" and that the
dogs protect them. A dog that yelps at
everybody that comes along and yelps
the greater part of the night nt nothing
would make no different noise If a
burglar ever should come. It must cost
many times ns much to feed the worth-
less dogs of this country as the Increase
of burglary would amount to If there
were no dow. This from tho practical
side.

Cassle White sa s to beware of a man
that a dog does not make up to and
beware of one who does not make up
to a dog.

A Cog will wipe his nose on your
hand 'and wipe his feet on your clothes,
no matter how much you try to keep
him off or dislike him. A dog wilt
warm up to any one who feeds him or
scratches his back. The more worthless
people are the more dogs they usually
have. The American Indians were the
most treacherous people, stealing and
murdering women and children, and
they always had a lot of doss.

I say beware of a man who keeps a
dog. He does not care how much bis
dog keeps other people awake by yelp-
ing at all times of night; he will not
muzzle his dog for the protection of
his neighbor, but puts a little strap over
his noe which he knows would not
keep the dojr from biting any one. He
may put a leash on him while an off-
icer Is In slg-lit- but how quickly he
would drop the leash If the dog should
show any signs of rabies!

Nhw York, September 7. Victim.

Hogs and Logic.
To tub Editor or Tut Sun Sir: A

man, "Vnndcrpool." claims that dops
should be exterminated because rats arc
Ineradicable !

A dog has got too much sense to
argue as poorly as that. .

Did "Vanderpool" never know that
the majority of itoss are Hitters? Ah
for "Modern." let hlrn memorize :

Hi praycth but v.Uo loeth brt
All things both cre.it and small,

For th gaii Ood who maketh us
Hath made and loveth all,

A Don's Friend.
Hrookltn, September 7.

The Killers of Slit-op- .

To th k Kditor or The Sun .Sir With
refeicnce to the discussion In your col-

umns as to dogs and their uo (?) tho
enclosed cut speaks mnc eloquently
than a ten page letter of arguments.

Had the destruction of 1.000 doss or
more prevented this slaushter the price

nn Intlnlteslmal part of the damage
caused by dogs, which- - should have no
place In modern civilization.

It. U. Akos
New York, September 7.

The picture' Is from the Farm
Journal for September and Is suff-
iciently described by these sentences
below It:

Isn't It time to make sheep raising
safe? This photograph shows the havoc

In Beaver science
(tl're formulas the

sheep
the In

the picture. The sheep were valued at I

11,000. After their slaughter the c'oss
stood guard thalr victims
would not permit the owner to come
near. He procured a gun and shot both
the dogs Thlrty-elK- of the dead sheep '

were ewes with lambs. They h.id been
given special care throughout the win- -
er, and In the finest condition.

Only four of the entire flock escaped
from the dogs. These weie badly torn
and used up.

BENNET. WITH ONE "T."
William S. Is Not Knnnlng for Mayor.

bnt Law.
To the IIditor or The Sun Sir; In

jour preprlmary column on Thursday
morning read the following:

Hut If nlh.r ..nlr.,,1. sr. rsmalntnr
sllnt William s. Is n.o-- e than sc- -

tle In efforts to cnll attention to his can -
dldscy He followed up his statement at- -

tRCklng Samuel s. Koenlg. ftepubltcnn
county chairman, by addressing two or-e-

air meetlnrs on the upper West Sldn last
nlsht one In Charles Griffith's dhtrlrt
tho old Nineteenth, the other In Albert
J. Herslnrt's, the old Fifteenth.

Having spent the evening working
In

HUH Ul my HLU, iltcn -
ly Inaccurate. Won't you please mnke
It clear that the Hon. William M. Ben-
nett, former State Senator, Is running
In the Republican primaries for the
nomination for Mayor, and that the
Hon. William S. Bennet, one "t,"
the recent and former Congressman. Is
devoting hli energies to the law bust- -
nans? I And that it Is difficult to disso
ciate William M. and William 8. In the
publlo mind. Tou were enough to
print tn an editorial article the other
day that It was William M. and not
William S. that was running for Mayor,
but evidently your nble reporters do not
read tha page written by your equally
able editorial writers. In
not reading it they miss a good deal.
you can succeed in convincing the pnb-ll- o

in and par.
tlcular, that I nm not the candidate
for Mayor, you will relieve my family
and my office force from a considerable
burden of telephone calls ami corre-
spondence. I do not know that you will
bo able to straighten this matter out,
but, having put me on a
soap box right In the middle of of
tho best pages In your paper, you at
least owo me the duty trying.

William S. Bcnkbt,
New TonK, September 7,

Telling About It to Virginia.
rem fe CsaifoffrH'le Csronfcle.

The lovely and stream home of
crown prlncs of hospitality, the tile
hearted and noble smiled Ah. Weaver, was

radiant seen of enchanting loveliness,
for Cupid had brought one of bis nnest
offerings to th court of Hymen, for th
lovablt lllss Maude, th beautiful daugh-
ter of Mr. Weaver and his renned and
most excellent wife, who la a lady of
rarest charms and svsretest graces, dedi-
cated Iter life's ministry to l)r, James I?.
Hobgood, the brilliant and gifted and
talented son of tbat ripe scholar and re-

nowned educator, the learned Professor
Hobgood, the very al-l- i and successful
presldont of tha Oxford Female

(lathering tbe ,Nes In Missouri.
From fe Blani Cwltr.

While our reporter was fathering
news for this Issue he stepped sUita th
blacksmith shop and was told Mat-tha-

wsa having bis finger repaired, BUI
MM li was m ait creak.

THE INCOME TAX.

Advantages of Collection at tbe
Soiree oa Small Internes.

To thb Editor orTnafloN Sir: There-I-s

one feature of the controversy be-

tween the proponents ot the system of
"information at the source" In the col-

lection of tho Income tax and the ad-

herents of the present system of "collec-
tion at tho source" that does not scum
to be getting the attention It deserves,
find that Is the immense Importance of
the Government collecting the tax from
the man with a small Income.

Under any system of collection the
Government could eventually collect the
tax from the man with the large In-

come either by collection at the source,
as Is now tho case, by Individual re-

turn, or by suit on the taxpayer since
the amount of money to be collected
would be large enough to Justify a
legal action.

But this Is the case with the man
of small Income. Under the present
system the Government collects the tax
automatically before the taxpayer has
a chance to dissipate It, and in what
would- seem to be the most effective and
efficient manner. It is now proposed, to
do away with this system and substitute
u system under which tho tax would be
collected direct from tho Individual.

The Government under the proposed
system would have no practical remedy
or method of collecting the tax, assum-
ing that the taxpayer neglected, pur-
posely or through lack of Intelligence,
to make return and pay the tax. Jt
would be ludicrous to suppose that the
Government would sue for a tax of 15
or $10; the cost of the action would
be several times the amount Involved.
This one point alone would seem to

a conclusive argument against the
new proposal, and with the proposed
lowering of the exemption and the con-
sequent to the number of tax-
payers required to pay the tax most
of which new taxpayers will be men of
small incomes the argument
even more sound.

Kven taking the matter theoretically
It would seem that the at
the rource" system would be a rever
sion to antiquated of collection
on a par with the stage coach and the
spinning wheel. The tendency of the
times in true as In other matters Is for
cooperation and efficiency. Information
at the source would necessitate a
thousand Individual collections Instead
of one collection "at the source."

Will Btanlkt.
Brooklyn, September ?!

The Myth of German Monopoly In
Things Krndltc.

To tub Editor of The sun Fir; The
papers print every once In

a while panesyrlc-- on the
of the German people tn science and
Invention. AVhat tiave the Germans
done In those realms In excess of the
Amorlcnns? One writer seems to be
under the Impression that our future
specialists In chemistry and mathe- -

Germany. The Germans cannot have
any more erudition in these two
branches human knowledge than we

I Americans have. The whole field of
marnematlcs wns ploughed over and cul-
tivated and the crop harvested long be-

fore the slow thinking Germans emerged
fiom their siivasre state and developed
brains enough to count beyond the "one,
two, three1' of the Goths and Vandals.
Why should our future specialists get
their foundation from Germany In the

When a German any- -
tnmg nntruse he Is so astonished that
he advertises to the world that every
stuuent mut come to Germany to get
fcls foundation, and the conceited boob
prefixes the title "professor" to his
name. Penis Owen O'Rrikv.

Nrw York, September 6.

nillngnal Proficiency of Canadian
Stenographers.

To Tim Kditor or Tim Sun Sir;
About Mrs. Kaufniann's plaint that "not
ono American stenographer of equal
fluency In writing and speaking French
and Knglish" has qualified for service
In the American Army Clearing House
In Paris for distribution of money and
articles from America, I have to suggest
llmt fna" wc Paragons can
be towrl only In Canada, where It Is
a surprise nnd pleasure for an Amerl- -
ran to hear and witness
In business houses, olllces and corpora- -

tlons nnd In the courts, the facility and
felclty wlth wnich shorthand writers re- -

peat aloud dictations of employers nnd
officials and testimony of witnesses as
tnlen In French or English, nnd Irnme- -

Maroafkt W. Alexander.
Nkw York, September 6.

An Alsatian's Hope.

To tub Editor or The Son Sir: "For
the victory you won for us at the Mama
we shall give you a greater victory
nearer the Rhine."

These words of your editorial "To
France" havo deeply moved our Alsatian
hearts. We feel sure that the United
States will have Its share in restoring
Alsace-Lorrain- e to France not only with
Its soldier but also with the help of
fearless Journalists of Tits fiUN type
who bnve given their talent and their
efforts without counting to the noblest
caut-o- : the liberation of enslaved
Alsace. Jonas LtrmtA.VN,

(Formerly of the Journal d'.ihace.)

Te Same Old County Talr.

Here gathered for feasting of reason
Concerning the row ard the pig,

The pumpkin pie, tatting club season,
Ry gosh! and the squash that Is Mg.

Here flnneth the bonl that Is foaming,
llumbrswed from the apples last year,

If overindulged In the combing
Of hair brings remori with a tssr.

The little shell gams Is a teaser
Of wads of the long etvet green.

61 Jenkins he auus: "Julius Crsar.
The nay that they stung me uas mean

mil I'lvens he gives up his dollars
To hurtle the balls at th coon;

And Slmpklns the hired man swsllsrs
Ills palate and knife at high noon.

Chsesa boxes of grub wer diminished
Willi skill and alacrity: siy,

Hen Perkins he stayed till he finished
"It's sinful ter waste food

Oh, my! hut the Jelly that Mlndy
Concocled, It won the first prlxe,

Along with the pieced quilt that Cindy
Hung up for to daztle ono's eyes,

Tho tlo'nor lambasted the bosses
A fair Is nn fulr without unet

l.rm I'embrnok ho started the hosses,
And cussed hard when his nag was skun,

Then home In the dust they go chasing,
The good folks while plying th goad.

Whoop la! through the twilight they're
racing

Twf.forty ateni th plank read,
Holies ciMMOts Katu.

wrought by shcep-klilln- R dogs j of chemistry? Outside of a few
county, Pennsylvania. There are tlfty probably) secret
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SHOULD AMERICA STRIKE AT GER.
MANY THROUGH TURKEY?

An Interesting Argument by One English Amy Oflcer Who Relieves

That Only Thus Caa a Decision Be Reached In the West,

The American armies can decide the
land campaign in one theatre only

Turkish territory. To unfurl tha Stars
and Stripes in France, to fight along-

side their old allies, to aid on its own

soli the nation that did so much to
win them their freedom that will all
appeal to the sentiment of enthusias-
tic citizens; but It will be waste of
power, waste of men, wasto of time,
waste of money.

The western war theatre is confined
between tho sea and Switzerland, Tho
armies in it face each other on a lino
about GOO miles long. The French and
British armies together are still well
over 8,000,000 men. That gives ten
men to every yard, ample for defence,
whatever tho other side moy bring
against them, and probably ample for
offence.

Of the British armies considerable
portions are now In Mesopotamia,
Syria, Egypt, Macedonia and Eng-
land, but, except in the last, in in-

sufficient strength effectually to Influ-

ence the result of the wnr. In Eng-
land armies are apparently retained
to meet nn Invasion that will never
come. If circumstances nro ever such
that an invasion, even by 60,000. Is
possible, then England will have lost
command of the sea nnd will be starv-
ing or already starved.

Also If England, havlnjr such con-

trol of.sea traffic that n.OOO ships enter
and quit her ports every week, can-
not land troops north of Boulogne,
Germany, who cannot got a single I

merchantman out Into tho ocean, can
scarcely land her troops on the. west- -

em shore of the North Sen, Tho rc- -

tentlon of armies in England Is obvi-

ously futile, and if America takes over
the Turkish theatre only ono small
detachment Is left to the United King-

dom, who can then concentrate prac-

tically her whole resources on the

And Turkey Is as decisive ns any
theatre can be. The Central Powers
cannot afford to let her be subjugated.
Tha Allies on the Sea of Marmora
would mean the cloeo Investment, the
throttling of the Central Powers, and
the freedom of Russia.

America has two routes to the
scene of action, the Atlantic and the
Pacific, the latter probably safe from
all submarine threats. She would
also have full scope for her own mill- -

tary genius. Her oversea nases wouio
be in her own hands, her strategy sue i

could decide for herself, and doubtless
she would bring tho Turk to his
knees in her own way. In France she I

will have to conform to the designs of
the present leaders thero nnd use ports
and land transport already fully

It Is the fashion to call the western
theatre the decisive point nnd to speak
of "breaking through." of "attrition."
The latter term is one of the unfortu-
nate relics of South Africa. Then at-

trition had its effect. One sl'dp was
Immensely more numerous than tho
other. There Is not the same numeri-
cal disparity between tho present com-

batants.
"Breaking through" Is n tactical

Impossibility unless there Is room to
cause the adversary to extend his
flanks nnd so weaken his line to break-
ing point. When the Central Powers
detach two or three million to sup
port their weak flank, Turkey, then
France may break through In the
west, but not before, and her "break- -
lug through" will not be on the live,
ten or twenty mile fronts of the
Verdun. Somme or Arras battles, but

TRADE BRIEFS.

Due to war conaitlons. Norway's entire
1010 flh catch of S4,83P,83a pounds ns
disposed of at hlth prices. At Stavanter.
the centre for fish rannerlts. eighteen nev
factories were built to handle the trade.
American canning materials ore greatly In
demand.

Competent representation and fo;"'"
advertising campaigns will be
develop a demand for American sood, In

Russia st the end of the war.
tllse from this country Is popular In OdesH
Shoes are badly needed at the pree-- nt time.

PI tralnln schools for mine workers
are to be prolded In the Johsniiestmri.
South Africa, consular district. One

has been eetahllshed and accommodates
sixty apprentice.. The course extends

Cuba's augar production this year will
amount to 3,000,000 tons, which figure
equals last year's record production. This
Is considered exceptional because of the
poor quality of the cane and the losses
due tn the revolution.

An agency for American toys Is wanted
by firm In Italy.

American bathing caps should mak
large sales tn Venice, Italy. Those now
used are of Inferior quality and do not
glv satisfaction.

Canned goods are In demand In Italy.
On thousand tons of binder twine are

needed In Tunis. Correspondence should
be In French.

Dross and copper wire on spools Is tn
demand In British East Africa.

Addresses of manufacturers ot "ear
lock" brick are wanted tn Charleston,
9. C.

Tarn suitable for knitting stockings Is
needed by a Arm In Mexico city, Mexico,

A I'ortuguese Arm In Lisbon Is In the
market for electrical supplies, gasolene
motors, gasolene, oil and tin plate

Catalogues on gymnasium equipment
have been aaked for by a firm In Au-
gusta, Oa.

Representation of American maker of
manufactured products Is desired by an
Italian firm In Milan.

Machinery for making terra cotta piping
Is wanted In Maiden, rl. C.

Kids ore open until September Is for
tent houses for the United States Marine
Hospital, Key West, 1'la. Specifications
are obtainable at the Supervising Archi-
tect's ofBce Trtarury Department, Wash-
ington, D. C.

An agricultural society Is pUn.iel
In Greece with a vUw to establishing more
Intensive farming In that country Ameri-
can grlculturat machinery valued at 7'io .

COO has been ordered, and Hits' men m,i
go from this country to demonstrate the
several machines

Canoes and rowlinats fitted with deta- ,i- -

able motors will be needed ill Columbia,
South America, at the ln-,- of the wnr.
The Hureau of Foreign and nom-sll- dm- -

l.ieree, Custom loii, Sew York, bus u

list of men who could cm.ihMfh n demum!
for these supplies.

Consul O. tl Marsh, I'rosri-M-

reports that at the prestnl M- i,,iro i,
nn opportunity for the introdui-uo- oi
light lire fighting equipment nf American
make In that district,

Lumber Is needed in Tunl. There
all a market for win cask slaves.

Knitting needles ar mnUd In Spain.

on the 500 mile front of her own
present frontier.

No point, no theatre Is or ever ran
be decisive. The destruction of th
enemy's armed foroes Is the only de-

cision.
In the Russo-Japanes- e wnr tliere

were no routs, no debacles, in th
present war the same phenomenon
appears. It In due to the lcfcntu
power of tho small arm weapon and
tho spade. The "queen of weapons
the musket, has, with tho automatic
rifle, become so powerful that It rait
only be crushed by enormous shells.
Uecause of tho efficiency of the r,.

fantry arm the battle field Is now
dominated by heavy artillery. 0!
that heavy artillery all other arms art
the servants. They are aits eyes, lt

outposts, its advanced guards, chained
to It by lt range. It can move but
slowly nnd It takes days to occupy
new positions. Hence It cannot pur
sue to rout and make an end. And
without It Its servants are Impotent,
held by a few Individuals In holes.

Houts, debacles, being out of Oat,
"breaking through," that Is, a succejt.
ful battle on a narrow front, Is also
out of date. The adversary lins :r
ways time to smother the effort, h
1915 Loos effected nothing. In 15K
Verdun and the Sommc, "lavish of

their dead," bad a like result. In 131T

but prophecy Is, like "breaking
through," out of date.

Now let us suppose that the t'nltt.l
States has ready by October, lsn,
armies capable of taklnj? the field
October brings the early- rain' In

Syria and campaigning In that coun
try then presents no difficulties, 1

will be well watered till tho follow Inc
March

The European politician may ts d..
turbed by thoughts of Palestine In

possession of America and perhaps
Constantinople In the same keeping
Bulgaria, Greece, Itussla, probablv
Germany, all want the Turkilt capi
tal, and tho Turk wants to keep It

America does not want It, so by tii

eternal fitness of things she wouiil
seem to he the proper Power to hats
It, unless, of course, Russia takes It

Just at present It Is difficult to (lint- -

nose the Internal troubles of Russia,
but it's an old saying concerning that
country that with her It is always tr
unexpected that happens, and the un-

expected may be a vigorous offenslis.
Of Palestine America would make a

land thnt It would be a pleasure to
visit. The nation that conqir',
disease on the Isthmus of Panama
would make of Judea the health rr.vn
of tho Christian and Jewis- h- world

World strategy and the possible po- -

lltlcal results both demand that t
expulsion of the Turk he entrusted to
a Power.

Tho writer, an English army
for thirty-fiv- e years and a gr.nl-uat-

of the Staff College, fouu'x
mostly In the front line trenche-- .

Sommc for four months. T'-a-

experience merely confirmed him in an
opinion previously formed that lo
offensives are wasteful and usrl
and that if a front is strongly hrld n

offensive against It is so slow that no
decision can he gained thereby . Sir'

strike hard, but rc
where, when strong enough. TP I t'n
be patient and tenacious. Stun nr
Ills principles, based a little on ep(-rlenc-

of war. but a great rie.i. o

study of the campaigns of croa!
soldiers, from Sargnn, the Akkndljii
to Moltkc, the Dane

A. J. RrcilAnnso.
Lieutenant-Colone- l, D. S. O.

F. R. G. S.
Rokebt C! novis, Barnard Castle

SELF-PROPELLE- D MINES.

Mr. firmer Drops the Weather nn4
. .P 'or M arfiliv.

To Tim Knrron or Tun Srv - r
theie was a bumblebees' nest In
back yard I would not go around

! yard with patent devices to hur
Kilt
.

bumblebees. "If I killed ever
" Vc, ,,ar." 1 woulJ '"'"n " '

bumbleoecs nest,
The Americans have got to fir

undcrtea battle, nnd they might i i

j begin It. With a superior fleet for h,
t ing, nnd stationed a few miles ntjt '

the harbor, Just out nf re
t),e for( puns, I could keep o r
0l,mnp 01U of any ,.,,.,,,. ,

(Jre.it principle of roncenti.it
taught In the lesson of (Jener.il
who simply pounded his way f t --

tory, nnd the lesson of M.irk Tn
believed In putting all the cges
basket, then watching that b.i-- ..

Stationed out a little nav 'm i
harbor, I would go Into the

ness of sending cheap, eelf-pro- t
mines into the harbor, t,ome of the r "
connected with an electric curren-t-

tho fleet, to be fired occ.is lorn''
will, so that the enemy would soon lea'
to Keep away from the mine, n 1

could not And out which one wou.J
fired next. Most of the mines wou-- ' '
be fired unless a collided w"H t

or with a netting between two --."
Rut I never would cease manufar-'urlr-

and sending these cheap mines Into fiat
harbor until the. ceased to orri
out.

There should be surface mines sH
deep water mines with netting bear''
tho two, tli.it a strlkinc re
a netting would Are the mine T--

mines should he plentiful, cheap "
eventually so thit a"
the mines would become harmless af"'
the war Is over. The enemy's t'"
sweepers could not come out Into t

harbor to remove the mines, on aecourt
of tho fleet guns btlll further out e.iMr
out of reach of the fort guns. Any u- -

' denvstcr plan of removlnr th in'nf
would be abandoned by tha enemy
account of the plan of firing a mine '
Interval!, by means of the electric j
rent from the fleet.

In other words, I would epend a far.
tuno on cheap, w '
No harbor could be deftndel
against this manner of warfare

'Jolne Into the political phase C
subject, if we the bua.
tin-man- will sue for peace. If we fs
to Mop the business there
be no iroing of the Atlantic in I

jear on account of something new
hl.-- n will ,l,.vein l k

nut be published. P A. N Hit
KtNSAN t'lrv, Jk, September

An iMipregruil-l- Tennessee I'orlri- -

1 rot'i thr Httcrihttuj riMlr-fOir- t
Itehobotll mefftlMgs close,! with bw

Interest manifested Iti-- H.iuks po
nt Sntuii" strong walla of moving
shows ami social told drinks, but
avail.


